

Our Ref.: XXXXXXXXXXXXX
XX April 2024
[Address]
XXXX
XXXX
XXXX
To:
XX property management companies/members 
Dear Sir/Madam,
All-out Anti-mosquito Operations 
To control the mosquito problem effectively, it is most important to embark on prevention and control work as early as possible.  This can prevent the proliferation of mosquitoes in the rainy season, which not only causes nuisance, but also leads to a higher risk of dengue fever transmission.  In the light of the past experience, the Government will start the first phase of “All-out Anti-mosquito Operations” (the Operations) on 26 March 2024 to strengthen targeted anti-mosquito work before the rainy season this year by removal of potential mosquito breeding places.  When the rainy season comes (about April), the second phase of the Operations involving fogging operations will be commenced, in additional to larval control, as necessary to eradicate adult mosquitoes.  It will also collaborate with District Councils, local communities and property management companies to enhance mosquito prevention and control work to prevent the dengue fever from becoming endemic in Hong Kong (please see the attached Annex).
Mosquitoes develop from eggs to adults in only about seven days.  If clearance of mosquito eggs or larvae is not carried out within seven days, adult mosquitoes may hatch.  Therefore, property management companies/members should arrange for their staff to remove stagnant water, fallen leaves and accumulated refuse at least once a week.  They should also appoint a pest control service contractor to carry out targeted mosquito prevention and control work in order to minimise the breeding of mosquitoes.  Property management companies/members are advised to take the following measures for prevention of mosquito breeding:
(
assign designated staff for mosquito prevention and control (on the understanding that the property management companies may have contracted out the pest control services in places under their management to professional pest control service contractors).  The designated staff should be encouraged to attend training courses on pest control, which can offer them relevant knowledge to facilitate effective monitoring of the performance of the contractors; 
(
inspect the property at least once a week, record the locations where mosquito breeding or accumulation of water is found and clear these spots; 

(
arrange early repair of structural defects within the property that could cause accumulation of water, e.g. dilapidated surface channel, uneven road surface, etc.; 

(
if there is a stream or other natural water body within the property, maintain free water flow and avoid accumulation of water;
(
properly dispose of refuse such as soft drink cans and lunch boxes in covered litter containers, as Aedes albopictus may lay eggs in small pools of stagnant water; 

(
change water for flowers or aquatic plants completely at least once a week, and remove the water that accumulates in containers such as vases, pots and buckets;

(
tightly cover all water containers, water storage tanks and wells; 

(
keep all drains free from blockage;

(
if there is an area (especially an open area) for collecting recyclables within the property, avoid the trapping of water in these articles since they are likely to remain for some time before being removed;
(
consider tying in with the Government’s All-out Anti-mosquito Operations by conducting regular fogging operations at slopes and shrubby areas adjacent to places frequented by people to eliminate adult mosquitoes at the beginning of the rainy season;
(
install mosquito trapping devices where necessary; and

(
keep records after each inspection to facilitate monitoring of mosquito infestation.
Effective mosquito prevention and control requires the concerted efforts of all parties concerned, including different sectors of the community and the Government.  
For more information on mosquito prevention and control, you may visit the following pest control webpage of the FEHD, on which posters and pamphlets on prevention of mosquito infestation/dengue fever for home, housing estates, property management companies, schools and social service hostels/homes are available for download: 
https://www.fehd.gov.hk/english/pestcontrol/pest_control_pamphlet.html
Thank you for your support for FEHD’s “All-out Anti-mosquito Operations”.  Should you have any enquiries, please contact the undersigned at XXXX XXXX or staff of the FEHD at 2708 3691.

Yours faithfully,

                              (XXX)
c.c.
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